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VINDICATION 


0 F 
| Dr. Woodward 8 Sermon 


FROM 


The Sud © ertiens of Mr. 
Sbarp, Reader at St. Dan- 
e & mw 


— . _ Firn 


| In a ONE to a Friend. 


Fw . 8 1 * * * 2 
a2 * 7 5 


HE N you ſhew'd me the Pamphlet 
call d The Caſe of Houſe- Baptiſm: juſt- 
h ſtated, to which was added a et- 
ter to Dr. Woodward, and a Word 
[C68 the exact Author terms near theog Pages) to 
Dr. Lamb; You told me, I could not but find out his 
Name by the Impertinency and Ribaldry of a few Lines 


of it: And turning to his Letter to Dr. W. yon de- 


monſtrated that there was nothing of the Divine or he 
Sentleman in it; but that it was apparently the genp- * 
135 nd. ups of the os ON Fans 25 the * 7 
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at Stepney; which is indeed of a Piece with his other 
Performances, in which he has ſlyly ſtruck at the that 
Arch. Biſhop and Biſhops, and other Dignitaries of the ffir « 
Church, and yet would be thought a ſingularly good r. 4 
Church-man ; and openly (according to his poor 
Power) oppoſed the Government. Now, for theſe 
two Reaſons, I here make ſome Reply to his Letter to 
Dr. Woodward, which is otherwiſe too ſcandalous and 
ill- manner'd to have any Regard at all paid to ir. 
F YOU fee, Sir, he comes in a few Lines to Paſtry- 
Cooks and the People that provide for the Belly, for 
; whoſe Benefit he has deſcribed a Rarity of a Diſh com- 
poſed of Omwls- Brains and ſuch-like agreeable Ingredi- 
ents, as we find it in a late Book of his, which the F 
poor Creature had no more Senſe than to addreſs to Ir 
the Biſnops. He alſo, in this deſpicable Letter of his 
before us, ſoon ſhews his Hatred to Mater Gruel, as if 
he could not forbear to ſhew his greater Inclinations 
to the Liquors ſold at the Three Cranes, which ſome 
call his Office, and affirm that he has ſometimes been 
there no leſs than fix or ſeven times within 24 Hours. fe 
This perhaps gives us ſome Light into his Diſpleaſure 
with Dr. Woodward, from whom he neyer receiv'd any 
Perſonal Diſobligation that I could ever learn, tho? he 
juſtly deſerves the utmoſt Contempt at his Hands; 
but Mr. Sharp coming out of the Ale-Houſe aforeſaid 
one Morning, as the Doctor paſſed by, was obſerv'd 
to run back into it again as faſt. as his Legs could 
carry him; not budying a ſecond time, till the Coaſt 
was perfectly clear. Keſtraints are uneaſy, and Wa- 
ture will ſhew a Diſlike of them. 5 . 
AS to this Letter it ſelf, it is the oddeſt that I. 
ever met with : Without Name, without. Date of 
Time or Place, and truly without Senſe, Truth, or Man- 
mers. As to the Senſe of it, what can we make of the 
Pennance he mentions in the firſt Line? What, of his 
ie Jargon of 4 Sermon; In the fame Sentence? 
'Tis in vain to trace it Line by Line; for 1 find, — 3 


2 


— 
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ery 72 3 
hefthat your Cenſure was not too ſevere when you af- 
hefifirm'd, that in ſeveral Pages of this Pamphlet there is 
2d hot 4 Sentence of Senſe to be found, or any Appearance of 
or [common Decency. An arrogant and cenſorious Humour, 
ſean Extremity of Rancour and Birrerneſs, with an im- 
ro hpudent Aſſurance in all, grounded upon apparent g- 
1d Norance and Self-conceir, make up this nauſeous and rude 
ompoſition. It is too foul to be handled ; for No- 
* Rhing is more offenſive to People of Decency than the 
or faking into naſty Kennels. | N 
n- AS to Mr. Sbarp's Truth. I have inquired into 
li- (ybat he ſays of the Doctor's Honouring Conventicles 
ith his Company ſometimes, (Page 17.) And I find 
a groſs Untruth. He ſtop'd at the Door of a Meet- 
ng-Houſe about ten Years ago, to hear a ſmall Part 
f a Diſcourſe of one whoſe Preaching was much 
noken of, in order to make an Eſtimate of the com- 
gon Report: But this was but once, and it was no 
en Honour to the Thing; and therefore his Honouring 
's, em ſometimes with his Company, is a PUTID 
re [ALS EHOO D; of which we have more In- 
ny Fences hereafter, for LYING appears to be a pre- 
he hkng Habit with this wretched Man. : 
«. | AS to Mr. Sharp's Mamers and Civility z Let all 
1 ople of Breeding and common Decency judge of it, 
hat can bear the reading of his diſingenuous and rail- 
d Þg Letter, full of the Lees of Scurrility as well as 
iſt Foundleſs Detraction: And this to one that is not 
a- | Inferior in any Thing that is commendable; and 
fat hath not given the leaſt Occaſion for ſuch a rude 
freatment, nor ever found it but from the Enemies of 
of |riſtian- Virtue. Now, if Mr. Sharp either does not 
n ow good Manners, or will not act according to 
e em tho' he does know them; he is to be treated 
is 
? 
r, 
7 


an unmannerly Clonn: He degrades himſelf, and 
ts: beneath the Man, and much more beneath the 


vine; for his Paſſion, Pride, or Ill. Nat ure renders 
ax um like a Mad. man, or * Poſſeſi d. All ingenuous 
e 7 1 | 5 . . : 


Perſons 
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Perſons that read this Letter, and know the Circum- 
ſtances of it, cannot but be of this Opinion. 

WE ſee, Sir, that his Paſſion or Bigotery ſo blinds 
his Reaſon, that he miftakes the Scope of the whole 
Diſcourſe that he carps at. It relates to God's re- 
ducing the Mighty Perſecutors and Oppreſſors who are 
too great for Humane Juſtice : Which this vain Man 
reſents as contrary to his darling Doctrine of Paſſive 
Obedience, (Page 20.) which rais'd his Spleen to a 
Height that could not be reduced to Temper, till he 
had plentifully diſcharg'd the d Humours that lay up- 
on his Stomach. Now tho? Duty and Submiſſion are 
owing to an Evil Prince from his Subjects, and we 
may not render Evil for Evil to any private Ad ver 
ſary: Yet it is hard to conceive this abſolute Paſſive 
Obedience that he contends for. He would have uf 
indeed to yield our Bodies to be burnt (which ag 
God's Cal we muſt readily do) and five up all w 
have as a Prey when ever a Prince will have it ſo, of 
compell us to diſobey GOD; And he ſays, the fa 
mous Story of the Three Children being thrown into th 
fiery Furnace, is a flagrant Teftimony for Paſſive Obe 
dience, (Page 20.) But did not theſe Young H 
brews boldly and peremptorily reply to that Greaf 
Monarch, tho' they were his Captives and Slaves, 
are not careful to anſwer Thee in this Matter; for be 
known to Thee, O King, that we will not ſerve thy GODY © 
nor worſhip the Golden Image which Thou haſt ſet uf _ 
(Dan. 3. 16, 18.) Upon this we find, that the Kin 
was full of Fury, in ſo much that the Form of 
Viſage was changed becauſe he found that they wei 
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reſolved to die rather than to obey his Command. 


ask then, notwithſtanding all the Paſſiveneſs of the 
glorious Martyrs, did the King look on this as Obed 


5 ence, to his Will, or a Stubbornneſs in oppoſing it 


And was not their Anſwer a peremptory Reſolutiq . 
of Diſobedience to the impious Command of th] 
Prince? It muſt be granted; and ——— 5 

| 1 f VVV Obe dien 
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Obedience ſeems to be a Contradiction in the Adjuntt, 
If it be ſaid, they were obedient to his ſecond Com- 


mand relating to their being thrown into the Fire: 


This is Paſſiveneſs indeed, bur it is not Obedience ; but 
a ſuffering for Diſobedience: As all our condemned 
Malefactors do, when the Sentence of Death is pro- 
nounced upon them for their Breach of the Law. But 
who will call this Paſſive Obedience? 
As the Notion ſounds incongruouſiy, ſo we have 
ſeen the Impracticableneſs of it in thoſe who cried it 
up the moſt vehemently : By which they deceived and 
undid poor King James, who thought he might truſt 
to theſe paſſive Men with great ſecurity. But none 
cried louder againſt that Prince than ſome of theſe 


very Perſons, when they ſaw their Danger ; and one 
would now think, that they deſired the Return of the 
1 PRETENDER to make a ſecond Experiment 

of this paſſive Temper : And to try, whether it would 

be more ſteady to the Son and the French Power, than 
it was to the reputed Father. But Nature is the ſame, 
and the Inſtin&t of Self-Preſervation has very deep 


Roots ſtruck into the Vitals df it; ſo that they had 


better wave the dangerous Trial. 


I HFls gives us an [ntimation of the Reaſon of 


| Mr. Sharp's Violence againſt Dr. Woodward's Sermon : 


Yea, he himſelf tells us plainly what it is, namely 


that he is confident that the Jacobite Intereſt is not 


ſinking, and he calls the Reverend Dr. Lamb a Fool 
for thinking that it is: (Page 24+) You think, ſays 


he, that the High Flyers are ſinking in their Imereſt, but 


. ' ſtruck with Amazement at 
ES ps 7 N 1 : 944 


BT I believe you are miſtaken, and I have Reaſon (/ays he U 


to think ſo. And now he may think he has Warrant to 
call to Dr. Lamb again, as before, O wiſe Doctor and 
tell Him, that he is as ignorant of the Intriegues of 


theſe High-Flyers (as he calls them with Aſſurance) | 
4 be is of the Meaning of his Text, and of the Faculty o 


which he is a Doctor, (Page 23.) One cannot but be 
fucha MONSTROUS 
NO "RUDE 


4 
1 5 
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—— 


—— 
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RES” F indication of | 


RUDENES'S: Let not only the Church, but che] 


Iſland bluſh that ſuch a Prodigy of Inſolence, De- 

tration, and COONEY pretends to any Right to ep 
Bux he ſays he has Reaſon to think that the Higb- 
Vlyers are riſing; and if they have ſcope enough they 
will RIS E and FLY high enough to ruine both 


Church and State, and themſelves into the Bargain. 


They have done it twice already, and a Wonder of 


Providence redeemed us in both Inſtances, namely by | | 


the Return of K. Charles II; And the Revolution 
brought about by K. Wilkan III: Mr. Sharp duely ac- 
knowledges the Mercy of the Former, but vilely and 
ungratefully difowns the Latter, tho the great Good- 
neſs and Mercy of GOD to us is (to ſpeak modeſtly ) 
no leſs conſpicuous in it. However, Mr. Sharp'is for 
a Third Advance towards the ſame Pit, and tile Fancy 
of it pleaſes his inverted Brains: The BIG H. 
FLYERS, he ſays, are riſing, and now he may go 
qoyfully to the Three - Cranes, and with the Conſolation 


pf a Fot and a Pipe, reſume the old Ballad, of which 
ve eier us a ferch, (Page 19.) And ſing, Hey Boys, 


upgote 1 5 3 
BUI by this we find that the Man is not fit to be 


trnſted with a Plot. The cloſe Endeavours of the Fa- 


cobstes to ſet: by the Succeſſion as by Law eſtabliſhed, 
and the ferring all Affairs Right in Church and State 


by a French Power, are Secrets he ought not to be 


truſted withall; for he cannot but diſcover, we ſee, 
what. he knows, in mere Vanity, to be thought a 


"Confident of the Party. 4 


HAD we the leaſt reaſonable Ground to believe, 
that what this Scribbler writes,proceeded from a Prin- 
ciple of Piety, tho with many Miſtakes and Blunders, 
we might bear with his hypertinencies, and even fuffer 
many of his Abuſes. But when his daily Converſation 


is ſuch as miſ-becometh the Goſpel, when Aalice in 
eee 


. . 0 3 


E 


— th. 


— 
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he} and when he has uſed his utmoſt Endeavour to render 
e- the Labours of many Excellent Divines of no Effect, 
Þ and to render even many of the Clergy of the #H7igheft 
| Order contemptible: He cannot be term'd an Honef 
h- Afan, in the utmoſt extent of Chriſtian Charity; nor 
ea a Friend, but an Enemy, to Religion and the Church. 
th BUT then, what could be the Principle that in- 
n. dnced the Man to libel his Speriors at this Rate? The 
of | Reply is eaſy. It is plain that he cannot endure a 
Man of Temper. Moderation is odious to him, tho' ir 
ON be in Matters wherein the Eſſentials of Religion and 
the Salvation of Men are not concerned, and about 
which good and wiſe Men may, have, and will differ, 
without any Breach of Charity or Catholick Union; and 
which are the principal and proper things in which 
Chriſtian Moderation ought to appear. But by Mr. Sharp 
and ſome Others, thoſe Church- Men 78 they are falſe- \ 
ty calld)) who are of very ill Life, if they do but uſe 
reviling Language againſt Diſſenters, are more eſteem 
on ed and carefſed, than an unexceptionable Churcly 
Mun, that lives an unblameable Life, and who does 
effectually by Charity and a Good Life convince and 
gain Diffenters. Yea, ſuch as ſeldom come near a 
Church, but rail on modeſt and peaceable Diſſenters 
| with Oaths and Curſes, have been hononred by this 
fort of Men, whom Mr. Sharp terms High: Flyers, 
Page 24. when even ſtrict Communicants of our 
Church and Frequenters of the Pxbl:ick Prayers, if mo- 
derate and civil to Diſſenters of good Life, have been 
reviled and ſet at zought. „ 7 
THERE are ſome People who have little Reli- 
gion, and as little Senſe or good Nature; and therefore 
have nothing, to make themſelves regarded in the 
World: Which drives them to endeavour to diſtin- 
eniſh themſelves by Zeal fora PAR TT, ſince there 
an fare ſome who pay a Regard io ſuch Perſons thro” the 
 [Bigottry and Weakneſs of their Minds, Now as 
 [Pallion and Bitterneſs are agreeable to their Cor- 
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Cayrch to be Chriſten'd, yer whether his having the 


* 


ruption. this Work goes on with Pleaſure, and they 
ſoon arrive to a Height, which appears In a flaming 
Zealotiſm; and thus they pleaſe ſome, but undo 


' themſelves. For all this is contrary to the Mercy and 
_ Hleekneſs of the Holy Goſpel: And by cheriſhing 


their Corruption, they render themſelves Veſſels of 


Wrath, A wiſe Man will therefore ſay, Let the paſſi- 


onate Bigot revile me, if my God approves me: 
And give me Charity, tho? I be deſpiſed for it by the 
uncharitable. 5 | & | 
ANOTHER viſible Cauſe of Mr. Sharp's Libels is his 
violent Zeal for the French Intereſt, which he demon- 


ſtrates in Word and Deed ; and accounts thoſe his mor- 


tal Enemies, who diminiſh the Glory of this Grand 
Monarch. One would think indeed that he exhauſted 


all his Devotion here, for tis plain he has very little in] 
the Worſhip of Almighty 6 O D. I appeal to all that 


have been his Auditors, whether they ever hear the 
Publick Prayers ſo indecently and indevoutly read elſe- 


where? He huddles and chops the Divine Service, and 


ſtares about in ſuch a diſcompoſed manner, that he 
forgets what he has ſaid, or ſhould ſay ; manifeſting 
a horrid Diſregard to the Preſence and Worſhip of the 
Holy and tremendous GOD. | | 4 
THE Chriſtenings at Church are diſpatch'd with 
the like Irreverence, and it would be horrible to re- 
late the Language ſometimes given to ſuch as bring 
their Children too late to. be baptized with the reſt. 


The Caſe is very ſad with a Church in which ſuch Ad- 


miniſtrators of Holy Things are countenanced or to- 
lerated; for it makes one of the juſteſt Pleas of Diſſen- 


ters apainit it; yea, and of Atheiſts againſt Religion 
ER RE | | 


BY this it appears that it cannot be a true Zeal 


for the Church of England, that animates this foul 


Writer to put Pen to Paper: And tho! he is in the 
Right in perſwading People to bring their Children top 


Profit 


*— 
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Profits of the Chriſtenings at Church, and not of 


thoſe that are privately baptized, may not add an 


Edge to his Zeal in this Point, I leave it to ali that 


know the Man to judge. Indeed ſome affirm, that his is 
the whole of the Matter, and prove it, in that he con- 


tentedly practiſed Houſe Baptiſm whilſt he had the 
Profits of it. "2008 7 | 


BU T as to his baſe Reflections on Dr. W's Sermon, 
they are plainly owing to his exalted Affection for 
the French King, who has won his Heart by his Kind- 


neſs (tho? for his own Ends) to the Pretender and his 


pretended Father. For tho' Mr. Sharp took the Oath of 
Allegiance to King William, when he muſt have loſt 


his School and Reader's Place, if he had omitted ir 


longer; yet we ſee he now does not allow him the 
Title of King when he mentions him, (Page 23.) He 
Swore Allegiance to him when Living, and would 


diſown it now he is dead; And I ſaw a Copy of 
Verſes of his, written with his own Hand, as one 
that knew it aſfirm'd, which began thus; * 


with a Rhapſody of Poetry very ſuitable to his 
confuſed Loyalty, in which he railed at ſuch as ap- 


pear'd for the Revolution: And one of his Neigh- 


bours chriſten'd his Child by the Name of Jacobite, 
the Name in which Mr. Sharp gloried: His Loyalty 


muſt be termed confuſed indeed, for never was there a 
more intolerable Reading of the Publick Prayers, than 


when he came to the Collect for the Preſervation and 


Proſperity of King William, when the King was abroad 
in the Campaign. The Struggle betwixt his Lips and 
his Heart was viſible to every one; and half Words 


and imperfect Expreſſions made a dreadful Jargon, 
and a terrible Mockery of the Solemn Worſbip of Al 


mighty GOD. And then this diſagrecable Collect was 


| loſt of a ſuddain; which one of the Congregation, 


who 
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ohe knew that it was a willful Loſs, uſually ſopplied ; 


putting an other Copy of it into the Prayer Book in 


the Desk ſeveral times, but ſtill it was volatile and 


would not ſtay with him. TS | 

YE A further, what a Slight or rather Contempt, was 
there of the Monthly Faſts in thoſe Days, which were 
appointed by Authority for publick Humiliation and 


Sapplication to God for the Proſperity of the Arms of 
His Majeſty and His Allies againſt the common Enemy, 


which was the moſt important of all Temporal Con- | 
cerns ? How little Reſpect was there then paid to the 


Crowned Head of the zealous Defender of our Faith, 
King William of Happy Memory, tho' now there ap- 
pears a flaming Zeal for the Grand Enemy of our 
Faith and Liberty, the French King? His Crowned Head 


is ſaid (even with clamour) to be rudely treated, 


tho” it was but ſaid that GOD ſeemed to be about 
to reduce and overthrow his Tyr annital and Oppreſſing 
Power, as he hath his Predeceſlors in Blaſphemy — 
Iniquity : This is the Remainder of the former Tem- 


per on the Faſt Days before mention d: In which 
Mr. Vicar was uſually abſent, and in the Afternoon, 
the Organs and Muſick of the Tavern over- againſt the 
Church- Tard call'd together a rude Multitnde-; and 


the Day of Humiliation concluded with ſcandalous 


rioting and rudeneſs. Lea, one in Holy Orders, that 


belonged to that Church, told a Friend of mine, that 


we ſhould: ſoon be call'd to an Account by the French 


. Ring, for our Faſting and Praying againſt King James. 


But Bleſſed be G O D, their Hope failed them. 
I T is this unnatural Zeal for the French King and his 


Intereſt, that puts Mr. Sharp upon denying that the 


French Troops ſpoiled the Tombs at Heidelburg, which 


was affirmed by the beft Accounts we could have from 


that Place. And tho' Mr. Sharp has been told, as he 


ſays, that Mare ſehal de Lorge denied it; it is probable 

that it might be done wirhout his Order or Privity - 

For who can think that ſuch Perſons will have ot 
"OP $- | . | == ity 
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| Pity for dead Proteſtants, who have no Mercy for 


the living? And what a Mad-man have we to do 
with, who directs us to inquire of the Earl of Fever 
ſham concerning the Truth of this, a conſiderable 
time after his Lordſhip's Death? But he tells us before 
hand what that Lord's Ghoſt will ſay, namely that it 
is a falſe Lie, (Page 19.) Thus he does not only 
blunder himſelf, but would make Lords blunder too 
even in the other World: Unleſs by a /alſe Lie he 
means Trath, and then he is Right. 

THE Fact of an E»gliſh Shipwright's Piſtoling 
himſelf in his Return from France, is confirmed by a 
very credible Eye-Witneſs of it, now living. But 
there is no Mention or Intimation of Sir Anthony 
Dean ; this is Mr: Sharp's Addition who delights to 
fight with his own F:#i0ns and Falſchoods. SEE 
IHE fame Love for France, renders the Author 
of the Rehearſal ſo dear to Mr. Sharp (which he re- 
comments, Page 20.) even tho” he has openly ſoli- 
cited a Coalition betwixt the Church of England and 
the French Popiſh Church. But can theſe Men be 
thought to he the Friends of the Reformed Engliſh 
Church ? Can this be the Means to efabb(b her? The 
Word that Mr. Sharp affects. God deliver her from 


ſſuch falſe Friends, who are really her greateſt Ene- 


mies. | | 
AGAIN, Mr.Sharp's immoderate Zeal for the French 
King puts him upon violating the Right of the Crown 
of Great Britain in favour to that of France 3; Expreſly 
lenying the Queen's Title to. the Kingdom of France, 
Page 19. ) Which is contrary to the Canons of the 
hurch, as well as to the Laws of the Realm; (See 
V. Canan.) which proves Mr. Sharp as ill a Church- 
Han ( notwithſtanding all his Higb Pretenſions to 
t) as he is a Subject: And there are more Inſtances of 
than this in which the Orders of the Church are 
rampled on, at Stepney, in Clipping the Office of 


rial, and by Burials in Vrconſecrated Ground, 


(witneſs 


But Mr. Sharp goes on and ſays, the Do&or:-neve! 


_ — — 
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(vitneſs Mr. Elby's Vault, G c.) and they Chriſten, 


and Church Women in Private Houſes, with many 


other Irregularities of which the greateſt are not yet 


mentioned. And here the Srepney Reader publickly | 


juſtifies the French King's Title in theſe Words; 
(Page 19.) But yet I believe, that He (the French 
King) has as juſt a Right to his Crown, as any Prince in 


Chriftendom. I leave this to ſuperior Cognizance : 


It is well if he doth not give that Prince a Lift to the 
Kingdom of Great Britain too. We ſee (Page 20.) 
how far his Frenchified Notions carry him in the Caſe 
of Perfecuting and Oppreſſing Princes, even to im- 
Ply that they have Authority from the Holy and Mer- 
ciful GOD for what they do. For whereas Dr. W. 


bad faid, That the Printe is God's Miniſter to Men for 


their Good, and therefore that no Tyranny nor Oppreſſion 
can ſhelter it ſelf under the Plea of Divine Right : But 


that it has an other Author whom we find mentioned | 


| (ver: 12.) to wit, the proud and cruel Lucifer. Mr. 
Sharp is highly offended at this Low-Church-Principle 
(as he terms it, Page 17.) and argues according to his 
ingenious and judicious manner thus. Then, Sir, ſays 
he, by your Divinity all wicked Princes have their Au- 
thority from the Devil. No, Mr. Sharp, they that do 


Evil, who ever they are, have no Authority at all for 


what they do. They tranſgreſs and do amiſs, con- 
trary to the Will of God and according to the Sug- 
- geſtions of the Devil, who 1s, as the Doctor truly 
- fays, the Author of Evil (1 Jo. 3. 8.) God, who is 
King of Kings ſays poſitively, (2 Sam. 23. 3.) The 
that rule over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God 


learnt this at Oxford, nor from the Homilies. © And | 
dare ſay, he never heard the contrary from either. Aftet 
. this Mr. Sharp adviſes the Doctor to read the Rehear 
ſals, as a Rule to ſet him right. O Impudence !/'W hz 
muſt theſe ſedirious and ſchiſmatical Pamphlets be th 
ſtandard of Divinity ? Is this your boaſtgd Loyalty M 
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Sharp? And is your fiery Zeal for the Church come to 
this, to ſet vp a Schiſmaticſ for a Diftator ? You are 
a TACKE KR with a Witneſs, in tacking Homilies 
and Rehearſals together; and it is a Piece of Manners 
that the verieft Clown would bluſh at. to direct your 
Superiors as you would your School- Boys to their Leſſon. 
Surely the humble and modeſt Part of Mankind will 
contemn you, tho' you zdolize your ſelf, | 

IT is pleaſant enough to obſerve, what Paſtime 
this Author like a Scaramouch makes for the Mob, 
and how he pleaſes Himſelf with his own Anticks. 
How many times does he mention Dr. W's conſulting 


the Aſſemblies Annotations as poſitively as if he had 


ſeen it? Whereas upon Inquiry it appears, that the 
Doctor never had that Book, nor has ſeen one of 
them theſe twenty Years. So cuſtomary to Mr. Sharp 
is Confidence in his Lies, and Impudence in his Detracti- 
ons: By which he has manifeſted himſelf to be a for- 
ward Diſciple of impious Matchiavel, in calumniating 
ſtoutly, hoping by mere Impudence to prevail with 
ſome to believe ſomething of what heAays Falſely. 
AGAIN, what a Scoff does he make of God's 
puting 4 Hook into the Noſe of Sennacherib, which are 


the expreſs Words of the Holy Scripture, (I/. 37- 


29.) And Mr. Sharp is not ſuch a Stranger to the 
Cuſtoms of the Bear-Garden, but that he knows this 
to be their Way. But he thinks this an unfit uſage 
for Crowned Heads, (Page 17.) But it is not ſo, by 
his Favour, when the King of Rings thinks fit to pour 
Contempt upon them for their Rebellion againſt Him. 
And therefore it is added, Ifa. 37. 22. The Virgin, 
the Daughter of Zion hath deſpiſed: thee, and laughed 
thee 1 the Daughter of Jeruſalem bath ſhaken © 
ber Head at thee, &c. Speaking to the ſame Prince 
concerning the Scorn that the 7/7aelizes ſhould expreſs 
towards him. . But Mr. Sharp is afraid that to men- 
tion this way of Dealing with a Foreign Idolatrous, Per- 


ſecuting Prince, will bear hard againſt his admired 


Monarch, 
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Monarch, the French King ; and this he cannot di- 
geſt ; for we find (Page 20.) that he has an immor- 
tal Quarrel with Mr. Hoadly on this Account; for 


that he was ſo audacious as to aſſign Meaſures of Sub- 
miſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate, and to prove it by 


Arguments which Mr. Sharp could not Anſwer. Impar 
congreſſus Achilli- Dwarfs are not ht to engage with 


WHAT a dangerons Man would Mr, Sharp be, 


had he but Brains ſuitable to his Gall ? Half the Vit 
and Learning of his Brother Leſley would render him 
formidable to Church and Stare, and qualify him to be 
@ dangerous Incendiary to both. Had he Power ſuit- 


able to his Indignation, he would ſoon. bring the 


- Diſſſenters to Fire and e and throw all the Church. 
7 


men that have more Chriſtian Diſpoſitions than himſelf 


into the ſame Fire: He would rend the North-Britains | 


from the reſt of the Hand, and fink their Share of it 


in the Sea: He would ſet his Young Maſter the Pre- | 


tender on the Britiſh Throne, (for his Loyalty to 


seen Anne can be no firmer than it was to King , 


William, ſince the Pretenders Right, if he has any, 


| will be before Her's) and would ſubject all our Enjoy- 
ments in Church and State to the French Arbitrary 
Power. But Nature often denies a Power to hurt to 


ſuch Beaſts and Vermine as have fierce Diſpoſitions to 


and want of Senſe renders him leſs miſchievous. This 
is very evident, for when he would vent his Satyrs on 


huis innocent Brethren, his Blunders and Non - ſence 
ſpoil all. Juſt as the A, in the Fable thought to ter- 


Tify the World by his big Looks, when he had got the 


Liox's Skin on his back; but the Appearance of his | 
eng Eares marr'd all the Plot, and only moved the 


common 


it. Thus furious Bulli have ſhort Horns, and the Snake 0 

that bas moſt V enome has a Rattle in its Tail to prevent ['*: 
the Execution of its Power to hurt: And if Mr. ||. 
Sharp's Rattle be in his Head, in the want of better | 
Furniture, it is for the common Good. His Dulneſs 


— 
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common Laughter. So that as things ſtand, one 
„ | would not deſire a more eaſy Adverſary than Mr. 
r | Sharp, for whilſt he lives where he does, no body 
,.. | can forget that it is call'd DUNStar as well as Stepney. 
ye confeſs'd this unawares one Evening, when the 
„ | People that accompanied a Funeral waited a great 
ch | while for bim, and ſent wherever they thought he 
might be, but could not find him; ſo that they were 
e. [about to lay the Corps into the Grave and depart: 
17 At which time Mr. Sharp came, and being ask'd by a 
m {Gentleman, why he made them ſtay ſo long, ſince 
be Ithe Kubrick required him to meet them at the en- 
ir- trance into the Church Yard ; He returned very paſ- 
fonate-and indecent Language both before and after 
the Interment ; and in the cloſe told them, that he would 
haut them know that he underſtood his Buſineſs as well as 
any Block-head of them all. This was a ſmart Expreſ- 
fon indeed, and came near the Matter. However 
n this and other Inſtances we ſee, that tho? Mr. Sharp 
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to nagni fies the Rubrick to the utmoſt, when he would 
zu Pesgravate the Failures of others, yet he values it no 
4.4 nore than the red Lerters of an old Almanack, when 


oy- t is his own Caſe. _ V | hy 
| WERE the Man capable of ingenuous Impreſſion, | 
- to I. would bumble him ſeverely to behold how exactly 
s to [5 Pilture is drawn, wirh its natural Lineaments and 
abe Nroportions, by the Maſterly Pen of the Reverend 
ent Ir. 7Hoadly, in a Book that will be tranſmitted to 
Mr. Noſterity: Whoſe Words concerning Mr. Sharp (in 
trer | Preface to the Meaſures of Submiſſion to the Civil 
Uagiſtrate \ are as follow, © If the latter (Mr. Sharp) 
thinks himſelf too much negleQed, that no more 
particular Notice is taken of his Performance, ler 
him know; that there is no ſuch defpiſcable Com- 
poſition in the World as Ignorance and Malice 
I joined together: And let him aſſure himſelf that a » 
| R Mga will only confirm 
{| me in what he:condemns, whilſt they appear ſo 
wholly void of Common Senſe, Common Charity, and 
11 1 e F common 
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* Common Honeſty. I did him too much Honour in 
returning an Anſwer, ( tho' in a private manner) 
to a former Libel of his againſt the London Clergy. 
Such as compare this Draught with the Original, will 
ſay it is drawn to the Life, tho' in Miniature. 
I T is no-great Wonder then if the late happy En- 
deavours to ſuppreſs the Common Immorality and Pro- 


phaneneſs have been not only lighted, but ridiculed and 


oppoſed at Stepney: In the Neglect of which it is be- 
come a very mournful Scene of Impiety and Vice: And 
if proper Remedies be neglected a little longer, it will 


be ſo vile, that civil Inbabitants will not be able to 


live there, as ſome of them already complain. Upon 
the Lord Day, the Church-Vard is crowded with 


Hundreds of People in the time of Prayers and Ser- 
mon; many of which, ( as Eye and Ear-Witneſſes te- 


ſtify) talk of Buſineſs and News, as on an Exchange; 
others make wicked Contracts and Aſſignations not to be 
mentioned. And daily in the Evening this Church-Yard 
and the parts adjacent, are peſtered with ſome of the 
moſt Impudent Strumpets in the World; who pick'd 
up five Men one Evening out of ſuch as attended one 
Funeral; and have, like Beaſts, expoſed their Naked- 
neſs to ſuch as paſſed by. And this is ſo common 
and open, that | do not hear of any that paſs that 
way. in the Dusk of the Evening, in any. tolerable 
Weather, who have not been 9ffended and affronted by 
theſe lewd Practices. I might lay open ſome very 
diſhonourable Things relating to this imperious and 


impudent Keader, who aſſumes the Power of a Bi-] 


ſhop, or rather, a Cenſor of the Clergy, tho' Himſelf, 
in the opinion of many competent Judges, is the 
Scandal of that Venerable Body, of which he is ra- 
ther a Venn or Excreſcence than a ſound Member, 


But, as only a mere Neceſſity ſhall draw theſe Thing 
into the Light, ſo there needs nothing more to give 4 
juſt. Idea of the Unworthineſs of the Man, but th 


Ribbalary, and Indecency of his own Writings, Ane 
on this occaſion I will ſay, with reference to Pr. | 


tha | 


that he took it very unkindly of him, that he left 


pr 
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that whereas Mr. Sharp recalls his Words, (Pag. 17.) 
when he terms him a Divine of the Church of England; 
that it will be his Honour to decline the Proof of his 
Title to that Name, by ſuch Methods as Mr. Sharp 
would feign appear to be one of that Number. But if 
the moſt Re putable Divines of our own and Foreign 
Nations may be allowed to be Judges, the Doctor muſt 
be thought one of that Rank. He thinks, the Doctor 
was not deſired to publiſn his Sermon; but that is falſe, 
like the reſt, thoꝰ there was no Oſtentation of it in an 
Epiſtle. And ſince the Sermon he ſo much vilifies was 


Dr. Woodward's Sermon. 


ſo far honoured by a Prelate of the firſt Rank, as to be 


by Him preſented to a Perſon of very High Quality 
and Renown, and by another very Eminent Prelate to 
be preſented to the Queen; the Doctor would appear 
almoſt as vain as his Adverſary, ſhould he regard the 
malicious Snarles of a blundering Reader: To whom 
it would be too great a Reſpect for the Doctor to give 
a Perſonal Anſwer to a Letter which he never ſent 
him; and therefore I rather undertake it, who am his 
Friend; tho? it be a very unpleaſant Employment ; the 
Man's Language and Way being ſo indecent and offen- 
ſive, I will therefore ſoon put an End Sir, to this. 
diſagreeable Entertainment. I confeſs, I have loſt an 
Hour in writing this Letter; but I hope, Sir, you will 
forgive me, ſince you will Joſe much leſs time in the 
peruſal of it. . ä | 

IF. break off here, I ſhall not conclude altogether 
ſo abruptly as Mr. Sharp did his Prayer before Sermon 


at Spittle- Fields: Where when he came to pray for 


the /ews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticts, he ran himſelf 
a Ground, and could proceed no further. But to re- 
cover himſelf, (it is very credibly affirmed) he began 
all again; but was again put to a full ſtop, at the ſame 


Words. Then he went back again, but could not get 
over it: So that he betook himſelf to the Words of 
the TLords- Prayer. This occaſion'd one of the Audi- 


tory to deſire one that knew Mr. Sharp to tell him, 
his 
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